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A Soul for Europe. Experience and Future Perspectives  – experience from England
England still has an established Church. This relationship is noticeable in words on coins, bishops in the parliamentary House of Lords, and in the main timings of public holidays.

However, this provides no justification for any claim that England is fairly described as a Christian nation.  Its media, popular culture and working routines are evidently secularised. At the same time, its religious diversity, though proportionally small in terms of total population, is increasing in size and widely acknowledged as an intrinsic part of national identity.
The development of the RE tradition reflects this general context. Diversity of beliefs were acknowledged from the beginning of publicly funded education in 1870 and were expressly addressed in locally agreed syllabuses which became a legal requirement in 1944. The differences being bridged in this provision were principally between the different Christian denominations, but in the 1988 Education Reform Act they were acknowledged as extending also to other principal religious traditions of the UK, namely Buddhists, Hindus, Jews, Muslims and Sikhs. Thereafter, it became illegal any syllabus agreed for local authority schools to ignore this plurality in the curriculum, which it commended for primary or secondary pupils.
More recently, in 2004 a non-statutory National Framework for RE was developed with the agreement across the full range professional RE associations, the churches, the other faith communities and the British Humanist Association. It provides an vision judged as appropriate for those responsible for RE in publicly funded schools in England to work towards, including those which are denominationally linked – as Anglican, Roman Catholic, Jewish, Muslim or Sikh. It is more ‘process’ than content driven, and it includes a succession of indicative levels of understanding from 3-16 years. It accepts the principle that every student has an educational entitlement to become not just literate and numerate, but also ‘religiate’.
Such a vision is yet far from reality. Though excellent resources abound, along with the increasing popularity of the subject, there is still patchiness on the ground in the specialist competence and confidence of teachers. There is no doubt that inattention to genuine understanding of religions and of Islam in particular in some schools has contributed to the present distress. For this reason the RE Council of England and Wales, with government support, is preparing a National Strategy for RE, which will strengthen teacher education and training and the work of the Standing Advisory Councils for RE (SACREs) which exist in every one of the 150 Local Authorities.
There is now in evidence that the established church tradition is capable of being extended as a collective umbrella to include the diversity of faiths as found within a country which is best described as Christian and Secular and Multi-faith. The monarchy is apparently well disposed to the notion that Fidei Defensor should not be interpreted exclusively as referring only to one particular denominational faith. 

A Soul for Europe will be theologically lacking and impoverished in its humanity if it does not engage with both local and global diversity.
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